
 

 

òSpring is nature's way of saying,  

ôLet's party!õó 
                                                 Robin Williams 
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There isnôt another season quite like Spring to me.        
I love the waves of color that begin with the crocuses 
and the forsythias, then continue with the Bradford 
pears, redbuds, tulips, dogwoods, azaleas, and rho-
dodendrons.  
 

The birds are selecting potential nesting spots now, 
but I worry that they, like the tender blossoms on my 
little peach tree, have been fooled by the temporary 
warm weather that I know isnôt here to stay yet.  
 

Already this March, we have set a new record high 
temperature.  At least we have been blessed with 
quite a bit of rain.  If you are one of those people 
whose spirits tend to fall on these rainy days, please 
keep in mind that this life-sustaining moisture is   
precious, and that replenishing our drought-stricken 
water tables is an urgent need. 
 

Earth Day falls on Wednesday, April 22 this year. 
Please make a commitment to your little corner of 
the Earth by minimizing the toxic substances you use 
inside and outside of your home. Of the 30 most 
common lawn chemicals, 16 are toxic to birds, 24 
are toxic to fish & aquatic life, and at least 11 are 
toxic to bees. We dump over 90 million pounds a 
year of these chemicals on our American lawns.  
 

What happens when you play or work in these 
yards?  Children have seven times the risk of child-
hood leukemia, the incidence of Parkinsonôs disease 
goes up by 70%, and pets develop ten times as 
much cancer.  Women are more likely to be unable 
to become pregnant, and more likely to miscarry 
when exposed to these chemicals. Male fertility rates 
plummet as well. Know that most of these chemicals 
end up in your home, your water, your food, and ulti-
mately, in your body.  Are the above mentioned risks 
worth it to you? 
 

There are dozens, if not hundreds, of safer options 
for your lawn and garden needs.  And, yes, they are 
effective. Organic farm yields equal those of conven-
tional farms and in times of severe weather 
(drought), outperform the conventional farms.        
Organically grown produce is usually much more  
nutritious, (as much as 60% more),  according to 
over 200 studies. 
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Spring : April Showers, May Flowers  

¶  Plant drought and pest resistant native      
and heirloom varieties when possible.  

 

¶Refuse to buy genetically modified seeds 
and plants, whose impact is unknown. 

 

¶  Use organic compost, fertilizers and pesti-
cides. 

 

¶  Plant flowers for bees and butterflies  
 

¶  Use rain barrels to capture and conserve 
water. 

 

Donôt know where to start? Please check out 
my website Resource page.  




